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men, interesting dramatically but morally
detestable. Madmen and criminals, like
othe^ martyrs, appeal to the popular imagina-
tion, because in each of us there is a little
absolute will, or a coldny of little absolute
wills, aching to be criminal, mad, and heroic.
Yet the equilibrium by which we exist if we
are sane, and which we call reason, keeps
these rebellious dreams under; if they run
wild, we are lost. Reason is a harmony;
and it has been reputed by egotistical philo-
sophers to rule the world (in which unreason
of every sort is fundamental and rampant),
because when harmony between men and
nature supervenes at any place or in any
measure, the world becomes intelligible and
safe, and philosophers are able to live in it.
The passions, even in a rational society,
remain the elements of life, but under mutual
control, and the life of reason, like English
liberty, is a perpetual compromise* Absol-
ute liberty, on the contrary, is impracticable ;
it is a foolish challenge thrown by a new-bom
insect buzzing against the universe; it is
incompatible with more than one pulse of
life. All the declarations of independence
in the world will not render anybody really